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MISSION STATEMENT 

‘We seek to become a more welcoming community where God’s wonderful message of faith, 

hope and love is experienced’ 
 

REFLECTION 
 

LENT 
 

In the liturgy of the Church, Lent is the season of penitential and prayerful preparation for the great 

feast of Easter.  Penance was practised from earliest times by fasting, additional prayer services, and 

other exercises for public sinners, in which the faithful joined in token of humble, voluntary penance. 

 From Ash Wednesday to Easter, solemn weddings and other joyous celebrations are prohibited in 

church.  In the ancient Church, Lent was also the season of preparation for baptism. 

 From the time of the Apostles, Sunday, which replaces the ancient Sabbath as the new “Day of the 

Lord,” and Friday, in memory of His death, have been singled out for special observation in honour of 

Christ’s Resurrection.  Eventually a longer period of fasting was observed. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

The first day of Lent is called Ash Wednesday, from the ceremony of imposing blessed ashes in the form 

of a cross on the foreheads of all the faithful while the priest pronounces the words, “Remember, man, 

that you are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Gen 3:19).  Pope Urban II officially introduced the name 

of the day itself in 1099; previously it was called “Beginning of the Fast.” 

 The ashes used are made from burning the blessed palms of the previous Palm Sunday.  They are 

given a special blessing before being distributed on Ash Wednesday, and the prayers in the Roman 

Missal for this ceremony date back to the eighth century. 

 Ashes have been used as a token of penance and sorrow from the time of the Old Testament.  The 

Church accepted the custom from Jewish tradition and kept its original meaning.  Originally, the 

imposition of ashes applied only to public sinners.  By the end of the eleventh century, many devout 

people voluntarily submitted to it, and it has become a general practice worldwide.  In medieval times, 

the Popes walked barefoot on Ash Wednesday, accompanied by their cardinals, to the church of Santa 

Sabina, where the Pope received the ashes from the oldest cardinal-bishop and distributed them to all the 

cardinals. 

 The imposition of ashes was discontinued in most Protestant churches after the Reformation, but was 

kept alive for a time in the Church of England.  In recent times, some Protestant churches have returned 

to this ancient practice. 

 Ash Wednesday is not observed in the Oriental Churches.  Their Lent begins on the Monday before 

Ash Wednesday, which they call “Clean Monday” because the faithful clense their souls in penance, and 

also wash and scrub all cooking utensils to remove all traces of meat and fat for the penitential season.  
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MASSES FOR THE WEEK 
 

Sat 25
th

 Feb 8pm Killasser  Mark & Ann Hanley, Dunmaynor. 

     Kathleen Tansey, Cartron & husband Pat Joe. 

Sun 26
th

 Feb 10am Callow  David McLoughlin, Callow, Anniversary 



     Thomas & Margaret Quinn, Prebane 

Sun 26
th

 Feb 11.30am Killasser Do This in Memory Mass 

Evelyn O’Brien, Anniversary. 

     Bridie Thompson, 1
st 

Anniversary, and deceased family members of the

     Thompson & Henry families. 

Mon 27
th

 Feb 10am Callow  Mary Flood, 3
rd

 Anniversary 

Wed 28
th

 Feb 10am Killasser Morning Mass 

Thur 29
th

 Feb 10am Callow  Morning Mass 

Fri 1
st
 Mar 10am Killasser Morning Mass 

Sat 2
nd

 Mar 8pm Killasser  People of the Parish 

Sun 3
rd 

Mar 10am Callow  Private Intentions 

Sun 3
rd 

Mar 11.30am Killasser Private Intentions 
 

OFFERTORY PROCESSION FOR THIS WEEK: 
Sat 8.00 p.m The Tansey Family (Cartron) Sun 10.00 a.m. The Gallagher Family (Callow) 

Sun 11.30 a.m. Do This in Memory 
 

OFFERTORY PROCESSION FOR NEXT WEEK: 
Sat 8.00 p.m The Dunleavy Family (Carrowliambeg) Sun 10.00 a.m. The Deacy Family (Callow) 

Sun 11.30 a.m. The Howley Family (Dunmaynor) 

 
OFFERTORY COLLECTION The offertory collection for the 18th/19th February amounted to €1,153. 
Thanks to all those who contributed to this collection.  
     
IMPORTANT DATES IN THE PARISH The date for Confirmation in Killasser is Saturday April 28th 
2012.  Thursday 15th March 2012 is the date for First Confession, it will be in the evening but the time has yet 
to be confirmed.  The date for First Holy Communion is 13th May 2012 at 11.30am. 
 
DO THIS IN MEMORY The next Do This in Memory will be on Sunday 26th February at 11.30am. 
 
READERS MISSALS These are now available from both churches in the Parish. 
 
KILLASSER GROUP WATER SCHEME URGENT NEWS There was a meeting of the management 
Committee of Killasser Group Water Scheme on Wednesday night 22nd February. The main purpose of the 
meeting was to inform the members of the current situation regarding water wastage and unaccounted for water 
losses and the costs associated with this wastage. The meeting was informed that the group’s water treatment 
plant is working at maximum capacity and that the scheme is using in excess of 700 cubic metres of water per 
day, of which, the group estimates, at least 60% to 70% is wasted. The cost of treating this water is €10,000 per 
month which means that the scheme is paying at least €6,000 euro per month for water that is leaked into the 
ground. This situation is clearly unsustainable and the meeting discussed various alternatives for correcting this 
problem. The committee members present at the meeting have all agreed to take part in a leakage and waste 
detection programme over the next three weeks. Each committee member will monitor the metres in his/her 
own area and attempt to identify where the problem lies and urge the users to have their leaks repaired 
immediately. The group will assist any consumer who has a leakage problem where possible but it is the 
responsibility of the consumer to ensure that they are not using/wasting an excessive amount of water. Where 
wastage is detected it must be repaired immediately.  Consumers who fail to control their waste and have 
consistently excessive usage will be charged for the excess usage. For the information of people who monitor 
their own metre, the average household domestic supply should have a weekly usage of between three and four 
cubic metres per week. The following is a list of members of the management committee of the scheme; Tom 
Tuffy (snr), Eddie Thompson, Gerard Carr, Jimmy Tully, Dessie Conlon, John Howley, Hughie Ruddy, Jimmy 
Stenson, Tom McNulty, Michael Howley, Francis Brennan, Jimmy Goldrick, Noel Barry, John Howley (jnr), 
Jimmy Walsh, Padraig Quinn, Michael Lynch, Martin Rowley, Paul Brennan, Martin Gallagher, Martin Henry, 
Martin Gallagher, Martin Noone, Gerry Cronnolly, & Gabriel Howley. Any Scheme member that has any 
concerns or issues that they wish to raise with the Committee should consult their local Committee 
representative who will in turn raise it at Management Committee level. 
 



KILLASSER COMMUNITY CARE GROUP TRIP Killasser Community Care are organising a day trip to 
Knock Shrine on Thursday 17th May.  We will depart approximately 11am. We will have Confessions and 
attend Mass at 1.15pm in the Apparition Altar. Also have a tour of the Museum and enjoy a 3 course meal in 
the adjoining Café. Approximate cost would be €27 per person. If you are interested please contact Kathleen 
McNulty 087-6179317, Sarah McLoughlin 087-0404342 or Fr John Durkan 087-9548532. 
 
TABLE MISSING FROM THE COMMUNITY CENTRE Killasser Community Care is missing a table 
again. Please return at your earliest convenience, Thank You. 
 
KILLASSER NATIONAL SCHOOL WEBSITE Killasser National School now have a website, to see it 
please log onto www.killasserns.scoilnet.ie/blog  
 
TABLE QUIZ IN AID OF KILLASSER N.S. There will be a Table Quiz in Frank’s Place, Killasser on 
Friday 2nd March at 8.30pm, in aid of Killasser N.S. €40 per table and €100 First prize. Spot prizes and raffle on 
the night also. All are welcome. 
 
CARDS FOR SALE St Patrick’s Day Cards will be on sale after all Masses next weekend. €3 for 5 cards; €5 
for 10. Please shop local! 
 
CALLOW CHURCH BICENTENARY CELEBRATIONS are planned for the weekend of June 29th-July 1st 
2012. Please inform your relatives and friends who are away so that they can make plans to be home for that 
weekend. 
 
CALLOW CHURCH ON FACEBOOK a facebook page has been set up for Callow Church, and can be 
found under the name of Callow Church Weddings.  Would people who use facebook, look at this page and 
click like, this way all your friends will be able to see it. 
 
FASHION SHOW IN THE GATEWAY HOTEL Don’t miss out on a great night at Swinford Killasser 
Ladies GFC Fashion Show which will take place in the Gateway Hotel on Friday March 2nd at 8.30pm. Tickets 
are on sale now for just €10 from any Club member for what is guaranteed to be a great night showcasing local 
fashion for ladies and gents, as well as the latest communion wear. Along with goodie bags, spot prizes and 
raffle, there will also be a best dressed lady prize given out on the night. 
 
SWINFORD VARIETY SHOW Swinford Variety Group presents the pantomine “Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs” in the Gateway Hotel, Swinford on Thursday 1st March, Saturday 3rd and Sunday 4th March at 8pm 
sharp each night. A good nights entertainment of music, song and drama for all the family. Not to be missed! 
Admission: Adults €10 and children/students €5. Your support would be greatly appreciated. 
 
BLOOD BANK CLINIC The Irish Blood Tranfusion Society’s next visit to Swinford will be on Tuesday 
March 6th from 4.30pm to 8pm in Aras Attracta, Swinford. Please come along and donate blood. 
 
COMMUNITY FUTURES SURVEY We want to find out what local people think about the Swinford area 
and what you would like to change for the better. Surveys have been delivered to every house over the last few 
days. All survey responses will be absolutely confidential and will be returned in a sealed envelope which will 
only be opened by the Mayo community forum co-ordinator who is working with the Swinford Community 
Futures group on this project. Once we have collected local views we will be able to see what the main 
priorities are. These views and the priorities for action will be reflected in our own Swinford Community 
Action Plan. As you can appreciate we are covering a huge area and if by any chance we have missed 

your household, please contact Cathal at 0876412785 and we will organise for a survey to be delivered to 

you. Please have all surveys ready for collection from Monday 27th. 
 

PATRICK’S DAY 2012 The Theme for this year’s parade is “Our Community Our Future”. This will be the 
61st consecutive running of the Parade in Swinford and after the huge success of last years, hopes are high that 
this year will be even better.  Send your entries to Joe Mellett or Francis Brennan 
 



ATTENTION FOREST OWNERS A meeting of Forest Owners will take place on Tuesday 28th February in 
the Gateway Hotel, Swinford at 8pm. 
 

ACHONRY PIONEER DINNER DANCE will be held in the Gateway Hotel, Swinford on Friday 9th March. 
Dinner at 8pm. Admission €25. For tickets contact Margaret McGowan 086 8567705 or Thomas Marren 087 
2344338. 
 
CLOONLYON NATIONAL SCHOOL 25 GAME DRIVE Cloonlyon National School  Parent's Association 
are holding a 25 Drive in Knock Airport Lounge on Wednesday night the 7th March 2012 @ 9.00pm. 
Admission €5. Monster Raffle on the night. Please support. 
 
TAOIST TAI CHI Free introductory class on Wednesday night 29th February at 8pm in Scoil Muire agus 
Treasa, Swinford. Tai Chi is especially designed for holistic health. It reduces stress and calms the mind, it 
improves circulation, balance and posture. It increases strenght and flexibility and is suitable for all ages and 
fitness levels. It helps with a wide range of health conditions. All are welcome. For more information contact 
Kathleen on 087 6179317 or email ireland@taoist.org or visit the website www.taoist.ie . 
 
BOXERCISE AND KETTLEBELLS IN KILLASSER Boxercise and Kettlebell training for adult men and 
women in Killasser Community Centre on Monday and Wednesday between 8pm & 9pm. Fun and friendly 
class for all levels. Contact Pat Kirby at 087-2039160 
 

FORAS NA GAEILGE GRANTS FOR COMMUNITY EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES One of the schemes 

is as follows: An Ghaeilge sa Phobal (Irish in the Community) Aim: To support community groups to 

organise events to support the Irish language, on a local basis Support Available: Up to €5,000 available for 

community committees to encourage the usage of The Irish language on a local basis Target 

Group: Community committees Further information and application form available. Contact Máirtín 

MacCathmhaoil 048 90 890970 before submitting application 

 

ACCORD MARRIAGE PREPARTION COURSES The dates for 2012 are as follows: April 27th/28th, May 
25th/26th, Sep 28th/29th, Nov 23rd/24th. 
 
MEDJUGORIE IRISH CENTRE GRAND PRIZE Every month for a year we are giving away one weeks 
free apartment accammodation for up 4 people. Text the word pilgrim folloewed by your name and county to 
53030 in Ireland and 60777 in Northern Ireland and the U.K. or phone us and we can enter you into the draw 
for free. Contact us for details of our 2012 pilgrimages and €280 package deals. Website: www.med-
irishcentre.com, Northern Ireland and U.K. 028 82241888, Ireland 048 82241888.  
 
INTERNATIONAL THELOGY SYMPOSIUM ANNOUNCED The Theology Symposium is a meeting of 
graduates in theology and academics to reflect on the theme “The Eucharistic Ecclesiology of Communion 
Fifty Years after Vatican II”. It takes place in St Patrick's College, Maynooth, from 6th until 9th June 2012, the 
week before The 50th International Eucharistic Congress. There will be plenary sessions, seminars and liturgies 
enriched by expert contributions from international scholars across the disciplines of Theology. Read more 
about the Symposium and book online: www.iec2012.ie/theologysymposium. 
 
PROGRAMME FOR THE IEC This is the link for the whole programme of the International Eucharistic 
Congress, it is on the diocesan site.  The link is http://www.achonrydiocese.org/iec2012events.pdf  
 
THE IEC2012 ON FACEBOOK The 50th International Eucharistic Congress invites you to join the 
preparations to the Congress via Facebook. Through their social media, the Congress team are making available 
news, photos, videos, reflections, interesting links, website updates, spiritual resources and much more! Go 
to www.facebook.com/IEC2012 and press “like”. You are also welcome to subscribe to the IEC2012 online 
newsletter to keep up to date with all the latest Congress news on www.iec2012.ie/subscribe 
 



OPPORTUNITIES TO EXHIBIT AT THE 50
th

 INTERNATIONAL EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS 
During the week of the Congress, the 50th International Eucharistic Congress will have an indoor exhibition 
spaces hosting over 100 exhibition stands as well as other exhibition areas around the RDS. These will allow 
commercial organisations and Church to represent themselves and offer religious goods, Irish craft products 
and services to thousands of pilgrims. The exhibition layout is now available and bookings are being taken by 
email: exhibition@iec2012.ie 
 
OPERATION GABRIEL is now up and running! Thank you for your participation.  If you are a member of a 
group and have not provided a number please forward one to ensure smooth communications. Later on, we will 
launch the project.  Thanks for your co-operation.  Fr. John. 
 
TICKETS FOR AUDIENCE WITH THE POPE If any one going to Rome wishes to attend an audience 
with the Pope, I can arrange for you to get tickets. In special cases, it is possible even to meet the Holy Father in 
person. Please give me plenty of notice; otherwise, it will not work out. Those who have already booked tickets 
through me will enjoy the privileges.  Fr. John.  

 

OPERATION GABRIEL 
 

This is a service offered by the Parish, offering information at short notice by text 
message.  If you are interested in receiving a text with news, please fill up the following 
form, and return it to Fr. John. 
 

Name……………………………….. 
Address…………………………….. 
Mobile Number…………………… 
 

You may instead send a text with your name directly to Fr John at 087 9548532 or send 
your mobile number by e-mail to frjohnd@gmail.com 

 

EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS PRAYER 
 

Lord Jesus, you were sent by the Father to gather together those who are scattered.  
You came among us doing good and bringing healing, announcing the Word of 
salvation and giving the Bread which lasts forever.  Be our companion on life’s 
pilgrim way.   
 

May your Holy Spirit inflame our hearts, enliven our hope and open our minds, so 
that together with our sisters and brothers in faith we may recognise you in the 
Scriptures and in the breaking of bread.  May your Holy Spirit transform us into 
one body and lead us to walk humbly on the earth, in justice and love, as witnesses 
of your resurrection. 
 

In communion with Mary, whom you gave to us as our Mother at the foot of the 
cross, through you may all praise, honour and blessing be to the Father in the Holy 
Spirit and in the Church, now and forever. 
 

(We encourage you and your family to say this prayer often). 



New Book on Killasser Heritage  
 

   
A new book, Killasser: Heritage of a Mayo Parish by Bernard O’Hara, was launched recently 
in the parish. It also has inputs by Fr Martin Jennings, Maureen and Micheál Murphy, Helena 
Rowley, the late Séamus Peyton and many fine photographs by Louis McNulty. The book 
has chapters on Place-names, Archaeology, History, Education, Farming, Emigration and 
Migration, Institutional Church, Social Affairs, Cultural Traditions, Customs and Folklore, 
Sport, Profiles of Some People, Surnames and Genealogy. It also contains various aspects 
of history and heritage relating to Swinford, Foxford, Charlestown and South Sligo. The 
book, which has 431 pages and 133 photographs, is published by Killasser/ Callow Heritage 
Society. It can be obtained from local shops or from any of the following within the 
parish: Maureen and Micheál Murphy, Theresa Convey, Fr John Durkan, Thomas Marren, 
Margaret McGowan, Sarah McLoughlin, Kathleen McNulty, Louis McNulty, Áine Ní Chiaráin 
and Pádraic O’Hara. Orders by post can be sent to Killasser/ Callow Heritage Society, 
Carrowmoremoy, Killasser, Swinford. Co. Mayo, with cheques payable to the society as 
follows: Ireland €30, UK €33, and USA €38. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  


