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th
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KILLASSER/CALLOW PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL  

MISSION STATEMENT 

‘We seek to become a more welcoming community where God’s wonderful message of faith, 

hope and love is experienced’ 

REFLECTION 

 

St Patrick patron saint of Ireland: 
Of all the names in Irish history, Saint Patrick is undoubtedly the greatest.  Stories of his life 

abound but it is difficult to know which, if any are true.  There is one authentic document 

however, the Confession, which he himself wrote towards the end of his days in which he gives 

an account of his life.  According to this, he was born in Britain to a well off family.  When he 

was just 16 years of age, he was captured and taken into slavery in Ireland.  He spent six years 

herding sheep and pigs on Slemish, Co.Antrim. During that time, he turned to God and he 

prayed as often as a hundred times by day and a hundred times by night.   

 

Eventually, he escaped and found his way to France where he studied for the priesthood. On the 

death of Palladius, Pope Celestine sent Patrick to Ireland to continue the Christian mission. 

 

The story of the Paschal fire which Patrick lit on the Hill of Slane on Easter Sunday night in the 

year 432 is well known.  On the following day, he used the shamrock to explain the mystery of 

the trinity to the High King.  Whether that story is true thousands of Irish people were 

converted to Christianity in the following years and the Shamrock continues to be worn both as 

a National and a Christian symbol ever since. 

 

Many places throughout Ireland lay claim to St. Patrick without having any real evidence that 

he visited there.  However Tireachàin, (who wrote about 150 years after Patrick’s death, and 

who is recorded in the Book of Armagh), asserts that Patrick did spend 40 days praying and 

fasting on Croagh Patrick during Lent in 441 AD. St. Patrick died in 467 AD and is buried in 

Downpatrick, Co. Down. 

 

This is a translation of what appeared in Irish on the leaflet on St. Patrick’s Day. 

 
Fr. Stephen O’Mahony   - Kiltimagh 086-8226405.                     Fr    Dermot Meehan  - Swinford    094-9252952 

Fr. Padraic Costelloe  - Foxford 094-9256131                              Fr. Gerard Davey  - Foxford    094-9256401 

Fr. John Glynn – Tourlestrane 071- 9181105   Fr Martin Jennings  - Curry -  094  9254508 

 

MASSES FOR THE WEEK 

Sat 26
th

 Mar     8pm Killasser  Vigil Mass 

Sun 27
th

 Mar    10am Callow  Michael and Delia Kielty, Cullenaughton.  Anniv. 

Sun 27
th

 Mar    11.30am Killasser Christina Tunney, Drumalooaun.  Anniv. 

 

Mon 28
th

 Mar   10am Killasser  Fr. Patrick Feeley, former Parish Priest of Killasser. 

Wed 30
th

 Mar 10am Killasser  Morning Mass. 

Thurs 31
st
 Mar 10am Callow  Morning Mass. 
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Fri 1
st
 Apr  10am Killasser  Morning Mass. 

 

Sat 2
nd

 Apr       8pm Killasser  Daniel Conlon, Boleboy. Anniv. 

Sun 3
rd

 Apr    10am Callow  Tommy and Mary O’Hara, Coolegrane. Anniv. 

Sun 3
rd

 Apr    11.30am Killasser Bridie Thompson, Months Mind. 

 

Please pray for Margaret Brennan, Dromada-Duke, who died during the week and pray for Kevin Kelly, 

Cloonfinish, who died during the week, funeral Mass on Sunday at 1pm. 

 

OFFERTORY PROCESSION NEXT WEEK:  
Sat  8.00 p.m.    The Conlon Family (Boleboy)    Sun 10 a.m. The O’Hara Family (Coolegrane) 

Sun 11.30am The Thompson Family (Doontas)   

 

OFFERTORY COLLECTION for the 19
th

/20
th

 March amounted to €1,800.53c 

 

TROCAIRE BOXES are available at the doors of the Church to be collected. Please take one and donate to 

those who need our help.  

 

DATE FOR FIRST COMMUNION 

FIRST COMMUNION 10
TH

 April at 11.30am in Killasser Church 

 
DO THIS IN MEMORY The last mass of Do This In Memory is on 27

TH
 march at 11.30am. 

 

NEW EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND READERS are wanted for Killasser church.  I would be grateful 

if people would give their names to me at their earliest convenience. Those who wish to be Eucharistic 

ministers will have to do a course to prepare them for giving out communion in the parish. Fr John  

 

SERVERS LIST There is a new Servers list, now available in the sacristy.  Please make sure if you are unable 

or unavailable to serve on a particular day, get another server to replace you so that no party is let down by your 

absence. 

 

BONE MARROW FOR LEUKAEMIA TRUST thank you to all those who supported the recent Church 

Gate Collection and many thanks to all who helped with the collection.  Killasser amounted to €213.15 and 

Callow amounted to €97.40. 

 

NEW BOOK Bernard O’Hara is working on a new book on the history and heritage of Killasser.  If anyone 

has any items or photographs of historical or heritage interest please notify any of the following: Fr. John 

Durkan, Micheál or Maureen Murphy, or himself at 091 521697 or e-mail Bernard.ohara@gmit.ie.  It is 

planned to take photographs of all existing committees in the parish to include in the book.  Notice is herewith 

given that these photographs will be taken at 12.30pm after 11.30 Mass in Killasser on Sunday 17
th

 April 

in the Community Centre.  All members of these committees are invited to attend. 

 
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING will take place in the parochial house on Wed. 30

th
 March at 8pm.  

 

MEETING IN CALLOW CHURCH will take place on Monday 28
th

 March in order to choose images for 

Christmas cards for the Bicentenary of Callow Church. 

 

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS AND READERS LIST for Killasser church is available to collect in the 

sacristy. 

 

NEIGHBOURHOOD MASS for the people from the townlands of Gurteen, Fross, Dromadaduke, Dromada 

Gore, Boleboy, Listernan incl Killasser Estate, Darhanagh, Clooncleevragh, Dromada Joyce, Loobnamock, 

Derreen & Carrabeg will now take place in Killasser Church on Fri 1
st
 April at 8pm. The date had to be 

changed as it clashed with another major event.  A Neighbourhood Mass is basically a get together of an area of  
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the parish to pray, and have some refreshments afterwards. All residents in those townlands/areas are invited to 

attend this special event. Whether you attend Killasser Church regularly or not, you would be most welcome to 

this Mass. We especially welcome family members from abroad and all relations of the people living here. We 

will be having refreshments afterwards in the Community Centre. It promises to be a great event for all 

involved. 

 

BICENTENARY OF CALLOW CHURCH the editorial committee would like to get old photos, information 

or articles relating to people or events in Callow (which have not been published already). We would also like 

to get information regarding items donated to the church.  Please contact Aine Ni Chiáráin or Fr. John.   

 

OPERATION GABRIEL is now up and running! The number of members is now at 167.  Thank you for your 

participation.  If you are a member of a group and have not provided a number please forward one to ensure 

smooth communications. Later on, we will launch the project.  Thanks for your co-operation.  Fr. John. 

 

KILLASSER COMMUNITY ALERT are organising Socially Monitored Alarms, Smoke Alarms Security 

Lighting under the Seniors Alert communities supporting older people. Contact Thomas Marren (094) 9251327 

or 087 2344338 or Michael Murphy (094) 9251525 or 087 9743174 

 

ENABLE IRELAND Volunteer required assisting children with a disability in your area, Mornings, Evenings 

and or Weekends. If you have a few spare hours please submit your details and we will contact you. 

Thank you for your assistance. Contact Paddy on 087-2163971. 

 

ACCORD MARRIAGE PREPARATION COURSES 2011 Dates are as follows: May 13
th

/14
th

, Sept 

23
rd

/24
th

, Nov 11
th

/12
th

, and Dec 2
nd

/3
rd

.  Please contact ACCORD Charlestown on 094-9254944 or 

www.accord.ie 

 
COMPUTER COURSES there will be a number of computer courses starting in March in the Foxford Sports 

and Leisure centre.  The classes will run for a period of five weeks at a cost of €45 pp.  List of classes: 

computers for beginners (buying a computer/antivirus software, Skype, Facebook, using the internet, digital 

camera, e-mail, twitter, Microsoft word, excel, access, power point (beginners to advanced).  Contact Joe at 

0833096870 for bookings and enquiries.  

 

AL ANON INFORMATION MEETING an open Al Anon information meeting will take place on Sunday 

27
th

 March at 3pm at Hope House Foxford.  The theme is Alcoholism the Family Disease.  Are you concerned 

about somebody’s drinking?  You are not alone help is available.  Speakers: Counsellor from Hope House, AA 

Participation, Al Anon Speaker and an Alateen Speaker.  Refreshments will be served after the meeting.  All 

are welcome. 

 
TICKETS FOR AUDIENCE WITH THE POPE If any one going to Rome wishes to attend an audience 

with the Pope, I can arrange for you to get tickets. In special cases, it is possible even to meet the Holy Father in 

person. Please give me plenty of notice, otherwise it will not work out. Those who have already booked tickets 

through me will enjoy the privileges.  Fr. John. 

 

DANCE CLASSES & SOCIAL DANCING in the Gateway Hotel, Swinford, take place every Tues night, 

8.30 – 10pm. Adm €8. Waltzing, Jiving & Step, Foxtrot and more. Tel Frank 087 9809432 

 

COMPULSORY DRIVING LESSONS COMING NEXT YEAR Durkin’s Driving School, Killasser, RSA–

ADI Approved, offers a wide range of discounts to members in Killasser & beyond. Please call /text Alan at 

087 7551152 for any query you may have. 
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WORLD YOUTH DAY the next meeting of the world youth day pilgrim will take place on Sat 16
th

 April.  

Venue to be announced. A limited number of places (subsidised) still available.  If interested, please contact Fr 

Derek Gormley, dgormley@achonrydiocese.org  / 087 1338200or Fr Tomás Surlis, tsurlis@achonrydiocese.org   

or 087 6233707. 

 
DIOCESAN YOUTH GATHERING preparations are underway for a Diocesan Youth Gathering in the 

Ozanam Centre, Ballaghaderreen on sat 7
th

 May from 4-6pm.  More details later. 

 

IRISH PLAY IN ST. NATHYS COLLEGE Transition year students of St. Nathy’s College in 

Ballaghaderreen, present ‘An Trial’ on Thurs 31
st
 March at 1.30 pm and Sat 2

nd
 April at 8pm in the College 

Hall.  The play is based on the original drama written by Maireàd Ni Ghrada which reflects the values and 

prejudices if Ireland in the 1960s.  Scenes are narrated in English.  Bookings and further information from the 

school office on 094 98 60010.  All are welcome.  

 
EASTER CAMP A Fun Sports Camp will be held in Swinford NS from 25

th
 April to the 29

th
 April. All 

different activities will take place over the five days. The cost for the week is one child €50 or two children 

€80. This camp is open to all children in the area regardless of what school they are attending. Fully qualified 

coaches will deliver the camp. A thank you barbeque will be held for all the children attending on the final day. 

Closing date for bookings is April 13th. For further information contact Tommie 087 2235337. 

 

FASHION SHOW A Fashion Show will be held in the Park Hotel Kiltimagh on Friday April 1st at 8.30pm. 

All proceeds in aid of Mayo Autism Action. Fashions on the night will be from Fashion Scene, Charlestown, 

Beverley Hills, Castlebar, New Image, Swinford, John Forkan, Swinford, Magic Moments Communion Wear, 

Swinford. Make up by Maz Gilmore, hair by Collette Dunleavy. Cheese and wine reception. Admission €10 for 

adults and €5 for children. 

 

CENSUS 2011 Sunday April 10th is Census Day. Delivery of Census Forms has begun in all areas. 

Enumerators will be calling to every household over the coming weeks delivering and explaining the forms. 

Each Enumerator holds an Offical Central Statistics Office ID card, which they will present at every household. 

 

COSGALLEN NEWS Free Counselling Service. A free and confidential counselling service is available in 

the Mayo North East LEADER Office Charlestown every Monday.  To make an appointment please contact 

Shauna on 086 8416426 or Mayo North East Office on 094 9255070. Volunteers Available. A number of 

people have generously volunteered their time to help elderly people in their own home in the Swinford and  

Charlestown area.  If you are interested in availing of their help contact Mayo North East LEADER Partnership 

Co. Ltd. Charlestown on 094 9255070.  Volunteers Needed. Are you somebody who is interested in the Arts 

and enjoys working with children?  If so, you may wish to get involved in this year’s Soogroo Children’s Arts 

Festival!  The Soogroo Committee would welcome new members, for more details contact Mayo North East 

LEADER Partnership Co. Ltd. Charlestown telephone 094 9255070. Widows Group.  The next meeting of the 

Widows group will be held on Monday April 4
th

 2011 at 8pm in the Mayo North East leader partnership office 

charlesown.  Children’s IT camp.  Will take place from Tuesday 26
th

 April – Friday 29
th

 April for people aged 

8 – 12 years.  The camp is free and will run from 10am – 1pm.  For more information call 094 92 55070. 

 
MATTERS OF INTEREST TO THE PARISH arising from a meeting of the Diocesan Eucharistic congress 

Committee took place 22
nd

 March 2011. 

Fr. John Durkan and Mr Gabriel Lavin were there representing the Fr Peyton Cluster.  The following matters 

were discussed and decisions made upon them.   

 

1. A decision was made to produce the E. Congress Logo in a much larger and provide two of these for 

each Church/Mass Centre.  On the third Sunday of Easter this Logo is to be launched in each church – 
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one of these large logos are to be made up of five components which are to be assembled at 

Sunday Mass with five people bringing the pieces together from different parts of the church. 

2. A Diocesan Holy Hour to be organised for one day each week and parishes to be involved in the 

guidance and possibly singing at it.  The Hour may take place in the same location all the time (possibly 

Charlestown).  A request was made that Benediction be always part of these Holy Hours and any others 

done in the Diocese – at the end of the Hour. 

3. The E. Congress prayer is recommended to be said at Mass on Sundays at least.  Cards to be obtained 

with the prayer written on them for the people. 

4. A proposal was agreed to have a Liturgical Concert maybe three times in three different places – 

possibly each cluster.  This is a Concert of music and singing of the Eucharist Hymns with explanations 

given of their origin and significance. 

5. The idea talked about in some parishes of bringing the Blessed Sacrament to homes and praying with it 

there as neighbourhoods of people is to be encouraged and supported at all levels. 

6. The Bell is coming. 

7. It arrives on Min June 6
th

 and will go to the Cathedral First. 

8. The provisional route is for it to arrive in Straide for 12 Noon on Wed 8
th

, (stays there a few hours) and 

arrives in Foxford at 2pm (stays there for a number of hours) on Wed 8
th

, and goes to Killasser for 7pm. 

(stays there for a few hours). 

9. On Friday 9
th

 it is in Attymass for 10am Mass (stays there a few hours) and goes to Bonniconlon for 

1pm (stays there a few hours) arrives in Curry later. 

 
These are the relevant points for the parish in order to be transparent, accountable and honest.  Fr. John Durkan. 

 

OPERATION GABRIEL 
This is a service offered by the Parish, offering information at short notice by text message.  If 

you are interested in receiving a text with news, please fill up the following form, and return it 

to Fr. John. 

Name……………………………….. 

Address…………………………….. 

Mobile Number…………………… 
You may instead send a text with your name directly to Fr John at 087 9548532 or send your 

mobile number by e-mail to frjohnd@gmail.com 
 


