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ALL MASSES WILL NO LONGER BE TAKING PLACE BECAUSE OF THE 

CORONA VIRUS UNTIL AT LEAST THE  
   18TH OF MAY. THIS IS A DECISION OF THE WHOLE DIOCESE. 
 
Pastoral Letter to the people of Killasser Callow Parish and all who read this: 
My dear people of Killasser-Callow Parish. We are living through very strange times, but I am certain 
and I have no doubt that we will get through them. God is also leading us at times like this. We are not 
that sure where God is leading us but we are all invited to trust in him in these days. Right now we are 
thrown back on our own resources as we were in 2009-2010 & 2010-2011when the bad snow and ice 
brought everything to a standstill also. 
 
I am deeply grateful to so many of you who have phoned, texted or emailed me to sympathies with me 
about my dear sister Annie Mary. Many of you also sent me Mass cards and sympathy cards. Many of 
you have brought food to me and also done my shopping. All this I appreciate very much as well as the 
calls asking if I am doing all right. 
 
To let you know that I continue to say mass for you all every day in the Parochial House. I continue to 
pray that these days of confinement will soon end for us all. I pray for those who are vulnerable like 
myself and for each and every one of you in our parish and in the whole of Ireland too and worldwide. 
I keep in my prayers especially all who work in Hospitals, Medical Centers, Doctors, Surgery’s, and 
Nursing Homes and in outreach to those ill at home. 
 
We are especially conscious at this time of all those over 70 or who are immune-compromised. I am 
among the latter group myself due to my diabetes and heart condition. We are all grateful to the group 
Paul Hyland has set up who are willing to help those who are cocooned with their shopping and 
prescriptions. May God reward Paul and all of the people who help others in this way. 
 
I invite us all to especially pray for those who have contracted the Corona Virus and also for those will 
die from it and those who have already died. We too are encouraged to pray daily for those who are 
trying to develop a vaccine for this virus. I am delighted to see how hard you are trying to maintain 
social distancing and hand hygiene at this time.  
 
Confirmation Day was to be in May but now it is hard to see it happening on that date. Once again our 
concern is for the children and families involved. The new Bishop-to-be has still not been ordained a 
Bishop as his date earlier in April had to be cancelled. 
 
My sympathy too is with many couples – some of whom had to change their wedding date twice. A 
few baptisms too had to be deferred until later. My sister Annie Mary was cremated on Friday in 
London. I said mass for her here at that time. I thank God for her life and she worked with patients 
with infectious diseases as a nurse.  



 
Thanks to you all and especially to those who do my shopping and bring me meals. Thanks to those of 
you who brought Trocaire Boxes, offertory envelopes and Easter Collections. 
 
If anyone wants to get an anniversary mass said for loved one(s) I can do the mass for you because I 
say mass here in my house each day. You can’t be at the mass but it will be said for you. I pray that we 
will soon get back to normal a little bit anyway and I pray for you all at mass. 
God Bless, Fr. John.  
 
Pray For: 
Annie Rogers, Scardane, Aughamore & Brookville Manor, NH mother of Tommie Rogers, Killasser Estate. 
Martin Mulligan, died in Derby, England, formerly from Lismorane, brother of the late Jim, Tony, Dan & Mary, & 
survived by his other sister Ann (PA,USA) 
John Gallagher, Corley & Ballinamore nursing home. 
John Dever, Glenhest Newport, uncle of Elane Quinn, Anita Howley & Collete Howley. 
Annie Mary Durkan, sister of Fr. John who died in London 
Teresa Mulligan, Callow  
James Thompson, Cullen & Galway.  
Nicola McNulty, died in Galway, daughter of Aiden McNulty Listernan, niece of Paddy McNulty & Nancy Heaney.  
 
NATURE MATTERS 
Nature Matters is a group of parishioners who have come together to improve awareness of our environment 
and importance of biodiversity. New members always welcome. 
We fell asleep in one world and woke up in another. Suddenly Disney is out of magic. Paris is no longer 
romantic. New York doesn't stand up anymore The Chinese wall is no longer a fortress and Mecca is empty. 
Hugs and kisses suddenly become weapons and not visiting parents and friends become an act of love. 
Suddenly you realize that power, beauty and money are worthless and can't get you the oxygen you're fighting 
for. The world continues its life and it is beautiful. It only puts humans in cages. I think it's sending us a 
message; 'You are not necessary.  The air, water and sky without you are fine. When you come back, remember 
you are my guests not my masters.' (Author, as yet, unknown) 
 
LETTER FROM POPE FRANCIS: 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with particular 
intensity their love and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this month to 
pray the Rosary at home within the family. The restrictions of the pandemic have made us come 
to appreciate all the more this "family" aspect, also from a spiritual point of view. For this 
reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying the Rosary at home in 
the month of May. This can be done either as a group or individually; you can decide according 
to your own situations, making the most of both opportunities. The key to doing this is always 
simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to find good models of prayers to follow. I am also 
providing two prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I 
myself will pray in the month of May, in spiritual union with all of you. I include them with 
this letter so that they are available to everyone. Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the 
face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make us even more united as a spiritual 
family and will help us overcome this time of trial. I keep all of you in my prayers, especially 
those suffering most greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great 
affection I send you my blessing. 
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020 
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist 
FRANCIS 



 
 

                                             World Meeting of Families Prayer 
God, our Father, 

We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son, 
One family, in the Spirit of your love. 

We ask you to bless Killasser and Callow – Our Parish. 
Bless us with the joy of love. 

Make us patient and kind, 
gentle and generous, 

welcoming to those in need. 
Help us to live your forgiveness and peace. 

 
Protect all families with your loving care, 
Especially those for whom we now pray: 

[We pause and remember family members and others by name]. 
Increase our faith, 

Strengthen our hope, 
Keep us safe in your love, 

Make us always grateful for the gift of life that we share. 
This we ask, through Christ our Lord, 

 


