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ALL MASSES WILL NO LONGER BE TAKING PLACE BECAUSE OF THE 

CORONA VIRUS UNTIL AT LEAST THE  
20TH OF JULY. THIS IS A DECISION OF THE WHOLE DIOCESE. 

 
Pastoral Letter to the people of Killasser Callow Parish and all who read this:  
First of all, I hope this letter finds you well as we all continue to live with the restrictions of our current 
situation. I write with some updates for your information and to pass on some items that arose at a Zoom 
meeting of the bishops of the western province on Monday last.  
Ordination of Bishop-elect Paul Dempsey.  
Paul is in communication with the Papal Nuncio, Archbishop Okolo, about setting a new date for his episcopal 
ordination. Among the factors to be considered are government guidelines on gatherings and the Holy See’s 
protocols around the ordination of bishops during the Covid-19 pandemic. It may take some time to arrange a 
new date and it will be announced as soon as it is possible to do so.  
Items from meeting of Tuam province 
In the light of the Government’s ‘roadmap’ for a phased emergence from current restrictions published on 
Friday last, the bishops of the western province held a Zoom meeting on Monday. From that meeting, I would 
like to draw the following to your notice. In general, government guidelines mean that there can be little change 
in the situation regarding sacramental celebrations in parishes until after July 20th. 
Masses with a congregation 
The guidelines as they stand indicate that Sunday and weekday Masses with a congregation will be possible 
after July 20th, provided that social distancing, hand-hygiene and proper sanitisation are observed. This date is 
somewhat later than might have been hoped. The important thing at this stage is to start planning with parish 
pastoral councils as to how we can arrange social distancing in seating, in the Communion procession and in 
people entering and exiting churches, as well as how we can provide hand sanitisation and ensure seats and 
surfaces are wiped down after each Mass. Obviously, the observance of social distancing in particular, will 
have implications for numbers able to attend church and consideration will need to be given as to how this can 
be arranged. These are important issues and will need to be considered carefully in advance. 
Baptisms 
The government guidelines seem to indicate that Baptisms cannot be celebrated until after July 20th. It seems 
likely that even then, numbers attending will be limited to possibly parents, godparents and siblings of the child 
being baptised. There may be further clarification on baptisms before July 20th. 
Marriages 
As you are aware, many couples who were to celebrate the Sacrament of Marriage over the summer months 
have already made the difficult decision to reschedule, generally to next year.. 
Funerals 
Currently, attendance at Funeral Masses is limited to immediate family and no more than ten can be present in 
the church. This restriction remains for the moment and clarification is being sought on how that may change in 
future phases of emergence from restrictions. 
Cemetery Masses 
The advice is that in current circumstances, cemetery Masses scheduled for May, June or July should be 
postponed due to a number of issues, not least people travelling from different parts of the country to attend. It 
may be possible to hold cemetery Masses in August or September and it is hoped there will be further 



clarification on this later. I am asking you who read this for your feedback about the usual Graveyard Mass we 
have in August.  
Thanks for your support and for your help to me all during this time. You may book masses with me to be said 
and many of you are doing that as it is. I say the mass here in my house and pray for the names given to me.  
Thanks for contacting me and supporting me. 
Fr. John Durkan  
 
Pray For: 
Annie Rogers, Scardane, Aughamore & Brookville Manor, NH mother of Tommie Rogers, Killasser Estate. 
Martin Mulligan, died in Derby, England, formerly from Lismorane, brother of the late Jim, Tony, Dan & Mary, & 
survived by his other sister Ann (PA,USA) 
John Gallagher, Corley & Ballinamore nursing home. 
John Dever, Glenhest Newport, uncle of Elane Quinn, Anita Howley & Collete Howley. 
Annie Mary Durkan, sister of Fr. John who died in London 
Teresa Mulligan, Callow  
James Thompson, Cullen & Galway.  
Nicola McNulty, died in Galway, daughter of Aiden McNulty Listernan, niece of Paddy McNulty & Nancy Heaney.  
 
ACHONRY DIOCESAN PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK SHRINE 
Next Sunday, the third Sunday of May is traditionally the day for the Achonry Diocesan Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine. The 
Pilgrimage Mass will be broadcast online from Knock  Basilica on Sunday at 3pm. There will be a special welcome for 
the pilgrimage groups that traditionally travel to our National Marian Shrine for their own celebrations. Pilgrims are 
welcome to join the afternoon ceremonies from their homes. The schedule for the afternoon will include the praying of 
the Rosary at 2.30pm, followed by Mass and Benediction at 3pm. The celebrant will be Fr. Richard Gibbons, PP, Rector 
at Knock Shrine. In advance of the day, you may place their petitions online on the Knock Shrine website and these will 
be placed on the altar for the Mass. Many pilgrims light candles for loved ones and their intentions during their visit to 
Knock Shrine and this service is also available online. A candle will be lit at the outdoor candelabra for each request 
received.  See knockshrine.i.e. 
 
NATURE MATTERS 
Nature Matters is a group of parishioners who have come together to improve awareness of our environment 
and the importance of biodiversity. New members always welcome. 
When the animals come to us, asking for our help, will we know what they are saying? When the plants speak 
to us, in their delicate, beautiful language, will we be able to answer them? When the planet herself sings to us 
in our dreams, will we be able to wake ourselves, and act (Gary Lawless).  
  
LETTER FROM POPE FRANCIS: 
Dear Brothers and Sisters, 
The month of May is approaching, a time when the People of God express with particular intensity their love 
and devotion for the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is traditional in this month to pray the Rosary at home within the 
family. The restrictions of the pandemic have made us come to appreciate all the more this "family" aspect, also 
from a spiritual point of view. For this reason, I want to encourage everyone to rediscover the beauty of praying 
the Rosary at home in the month of May. This can be done either as a group or individually; you can decide 
according to your own situations, making the most of both opportunities. The key to doing this is always 
simplicity, and it is easy also on the internet to find good models of prayers to follow. I am also providing two 
prayers to Our Lady that you can recite at the end of the Rosary, and that I myself will pray in the month of 
May, in spiritual union with all of you. I include them with this letter so that they are available to everyone. 
Dear brothers and sisters, contemplating the face of Christ with the heart of Mary our Mother will make us even 
more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this time of trial. I keep all of you in my prayers, 
especially those suffering most greatly, and I ask you, please, to pray for me. I thank you, and with great 
affection I send you my blessing. 
Rome, Saint John Lateran, 25 April 2020 
Feast of Saint Mark the Evangelist 
FRANCIS 

 
 



 
 

World Meeting of Families Prayer 
God, our Father, 

We are brothers and sisters in Jesus your Son, 
One family, in the Spirit of your love. 

We ask you to bless Killasser and Callow – Our Parish. 
Bless us with the joy of love. 

Make us patient and kind, 
gentle and generous, 

welcoming to those in need. 
Help us to live your forgiveness and peace. 

 
Protect all families with your loving care, 
Especially those for whom we now pray: 

[We pause and remember family members and others by name]. 
Increase our faith, 

Strengthen our hope, 
Keep us safe in your love, 

Make us always grateful for the gift of life that we share. 
This we ask, through Christ our Lord, 

 


